
FAQ Report Card Creator Summer 2021 
 

Should schools only report on in-school learning during the 2020/2021 school year? 

No. As per guidance issued by the DES in May 2020, parents should be provided with a 

summary of their children’s learning progress and achievement in the context of both in-

school and remote learning. It might be useful to make this explicit to parents from the outset 

of the report.  

 

Where on the report card should references be made to remote learning? 

In writing the report, it is at the discretion of teachers and school principals as to where 

references to remote learning are made. The section ‘Your child as a learner’, might be a 

useful space to acknowledge the child’s engagement with remote learning during school 

closure periods. This also provides an opportunity to recognise the support the child received 

from parents and guardians at home. 

 

How might teachers report on children’s learning across the curriculum during this 

exceptional year? 

The Report Card Creator has been adjusted to facilitate teachers to include narrative 

descriptions of children’s learning in English, Irish and Mathematics during the year. Schools 

have the option to extend these comment boxes to allow for additional space for 

commentary. 

 

How might teachers report on remote learning in cases where engagement with children 

was limited?   

Due to a range of circumstances, the engagement of some pupils with the teacher during the 

periods of school closures may have been limited. This should not be reflected negatively in 

the report. For further guidance see https://ncca.ie/media/4566/supporting-schools-in-

providing-end-of-year-written-reports-to-parentsprimary.pdf   

 

How might teachers report to parents about building on the progress made by their child 

over the year? 

In supporting parents to further support their child’s learning, and transition to Post-Primary 

school in the context of the 6th class report card, it might be useful to refer to the remote 

learning support provided by parents during the period of school closures. It is expected that 

many parents will have developed keener insights into their child’s learning during this period, 

which can be leveraged to support their child further in the months and years ahead.  

 

How should teacher report on attendance in respect of the 2020/2021 school year? 

https://ncca.ie/media/4566/supporting-schools-in-providing-end-of-year-written-reports-to-parentsprimary.pdf
https://ncca.ie/media/4566/supporting-schools-in-providing-end-of-year-written-reports-to-parentsprimary.pdf


Circular 0018/2021, page 4, states “in light of the school closure period as a result of COVID-
19 during the 2020/21 school year, schools should report on the number of days attended 
out of the number of school days that the school was open. This approach could be explained 
in a cover letter to parents which accompanies the report”.  
 

Are schools still expected to conduct standardised tests and report to parents?  

Yes, in accordance with circulars 0056/2011 and 0018/2012, tests should be carried out in 

May/early June, as normal.  See https://ncca.ie/media/1354/standardised-testing.pdf for 

further support in administering and reporting on standardised tests. 

 

Where might teachers find further supports in respect of end-of-year reporting and 

transitions? 

Further updates and supports can be found at https://ncca.ie/en/primary/reporting-and-

transfer/   
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